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Foundation Kicks-off $1.3 Million
Dollar Endowment for ELPS

Standing in front of a
large plaque covered in
the names of past do-
nors, The East Lansing
Educational Foundation
publicly kicked off a $1.3
million dollar endow-
ment campaign for East
Lansing Public Schools.

At the kick-off event,
held March 18, the foun-
dation announced it has
donations and pledges of
$500,000 to date.

ELEF will raise, steward
and distribute funds in
four areas: Academics,
Arts, Technology and
Activities /Clubs/
Athletics. Gifts to the
endowment may be paid
over the three years of
the campaign. Endow-
ment investments of
$15,000 or more allow
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ELHS Associate Principal
Tim Volovsek and his
wife, Marie, work on the
ceramic mystery project
with 12th grader Bailey
Wilson during the
Endowment Kickoff Party
held at MSUFCU’s new
corporate headquarters in
East Lansing.

donors to name and di-
rect their fund. The
foundation plans to con-
tact East Lansing High
School alumni around
the world to help raise

the remaining funds for
the endowment.

The foundation will con-
tinue to raise operating
funds through its An-
nual Giving Drive to run
current programs, such
as the Grants to Teach-
ers program, which has
funded over $200,000 in
classroom grants over
the past ten years.

“We have raised
$500,000 to date, an
amazing show of support
from our local
community. We're
looking forward to asking
other Trojans to join us in
supporting current and
future EL students.”
Bridget Paff,
Endowment Chair

The East Lansing
Educational Foundation
works to enhance
excellence in public
education by raising and
distributing private
resources for the benefit
and enrichment of all
students.
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Is ELEF board mem-
ber Wanda Lipscomb
“Smarter Than an
ELHS 11th Grader?”
Only 60.7% of
attendees were!

The 75-member cast
of the high school’s
spring musical,
Bye Bye Birdie,
performed for
foundation guests.

Longtime East Lansing
dance teacher and high
school musical choreogra-
pher Theda Assiff enjoys
the ELEF Kickoff Party
with friends.

ELEF Development
Director Dorsey Gude
poses as an ELHS
graduate with Superin-
tendent Dave Chapin
’70 during the evening
festivities.



A Note from ELEF’s Co-Presidents:

The important role of an education
foundation has never been more
apparent than this last academic
year. An antiquated system of
school funding combined with a
crippling recession has resulted in
the East Lansing school district
realizing a cut in their budget of
$479 per pupil, or a total of $1.5
million. This is the sixth straight
year of budget cuts; as costs in-
crease, our school system is being
asked to do more with less.

Enter the East Lansing Educa-
tional Foundation. This past year
we have expanded our fundraising
activities to address continuing
needs in our classrooms and to
support our teachers. Throughout

ELEF Co-Presidents
Jane Bitsicas (left) and Joan
Berardo celebrate at the ELEF
Endowment Kickoff Event, held
March 18, 2010 at the new
MSUFCU headquarters.

this annual report, you will see how
the foundation is working with local
residents to raise private funds to

distribute to teachers and students.

We are especially excited about our
endowment campaign, a 3-year,
$1.3 million dollar effort to look be-
yond year by year funding, and to
lead our area in private efforts to
bolster public education.

We are in difficult financial times,
but supporting our schools must be
a priority for East Lansing families.
As past ELEF president Julia Ca-
wood says, “A strong school system
translates into a robust, successful
and flourishing community.”

Grants for Teachers Program Continues to Fund Ideas

The East Lansing Educational
Foundation recently awarded
$11,951.00 to East Lansing Pub-
lic School teachers through its
Grants for Teachers Program.

Thirty-five teachers in the ele-
mentary, middle school and high
schools will use these funds to
purchase materials (e.g. books,
software and hands on math ma-
nipulatives) and experiences (e.g.
virtual field trips, Big Zoo les-
sons, and guest musicians) that

will enhance the learning in their
classrooms.

Jane Bitsicas, co-president of the
foundation, said, “In tough eco-
nomic times, these grants become
a bigger part of the budget teach-
ers have to implement their inno-
vative ideas. We need to support
our teachers so we can continue
to provide stimulating and effec-
tive teaching to our students.”

ELEF is proud to have granted

over $200,000 to district teachers in
the last ten years alone.

Funding for these grants is raised at
the annual awards dinner — sched-
uled this year for May 6 at Eagle
Eye Golf and Athletic Center.

“The MP3 players | bought for my
third graders with my ELEF grant
has helped my English language
learners become independent
readers.” Teacher, Lorraine Ware

Foundation Welcomes New Board Members

ELPS Former teacher
Administrator and principal
and realtor Kathy Rodgers
Jack Bamford
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Local business
owner and bene-
fits consultant
Jim Papazian

East Lansing
Financial
Consultant
Carol Staton

The board of directors of the East
Lansing Educational Foundation is
made up of local community and
business leaders who support the
mission of the foundation.

The board is completely independent
of the East Lansing school district
and school board.

The foundation also counts on many
volunteers to manage its programs
and run its events. If you would like
to get involved, please call Michele
Huisgen at 517-333-7439. We
would welcome your help!
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Come to our Annual

Every year, the foundation hosts

Golf Outing and Awards Dinner!

over 300 guests as it honors alumni
and local leaders who excel in their
fields and in their lives. The eve-
ning is a celebration of the East
Lansing community.

This year’s awardees are: Distin-
guished Alumni — Molly West
Fletcher, ELHS '89; Outstanding
Alumni — Van Martin '75; East
Lansing Educational Foundation
Award - Ballein Family; Distin-
guished Community Service (Theda
Assiff Award) - Lauren Cushion
Roney ‘60; Excellence in Teaching,
Elementary - Lauren Fordell, Excel-
lence in Teaching Secondary - Barry

ELEF
Annual Awards Dinner and
Golf Outing

May 6, 2010

Eagle Eye Golf and
Athletic Club

12:30 Golf Scramble
5:30 Cocktails

6:30 Dinner and Program
Rsvp: Michele
517-333-7439
Need more info?
Eastlansingedfoundation.org

Dave
Ledebuhr
accepts his
ELEF Award
from Past
President
Julia Cawood
at the 2009
Awards
Dinner.

Susan and
Steve Wild-
man enjoy
dinner with
Sam Sprague,
the recipient
of the Jason
Wildman

Holcomb; Spartan Village GLOBAL
Award - Merlinda Emerson.

Scholarship.

Donor Appreciation Plaque Unveiled at High School

§ If you go to East Lansing High

Teacher Lorraine Ware explains how

she has used ELEF Grants with her

students as part of the ceremony un-

veiling the Donor Appreciation Plaque
at East Lansing High School.

School to see a play or a game or to
attend a teacher conference, make
sure to stop and find your name on
the newly installed Donor Apprecia-
tion Plaque. It is located in the hall-
way outside the Performing Arts
Center—prime real estate for eve-
ning events.

“For many years we have wanted to
acknowledge all our generous do-
nors in a public and permanent
fashion,” says ELEF board member
Mary Crawford. “And now, finally,
we can.”

The wood and glass plaque was do-
nated by Bill Boetcher of Prime Time
Awards.

“You’ll notice,” continues Crawford,
“that we have room for many more
donors on our plaque. We know we
will fill up those spaces fast as peo-
ple step forward to contribute to the
foundation, especially in these tough
economic times. Students are
counting on us!”

To join your peers on the plaque,
call Dorsey Gude at 517-333-7413.

ELEF Sponsors First Ever ACT Prep Workshop

For the first time, the ELEF offered
an ACT Prep Workshop to help pre-
pare East Lansing students to take
the ACT Exam. The workshop was
offered on Saturday, January 23,
2010 from 8:30 am -1:30 pm.
Breakfast was donated generously
by the Grand Traverse Pie Co.

Students learned valuable test tak-
ing tips and techniques and then
took an actual exam. Over 100

8th -1 1th grade students gave up
their Saturday morning to partici-
pate. Juniors take the exam in
March during the Michigan Merit
Exam.

The workshop was held in partner-
ship with Sylvan Learning Centers,
who led the workshop and mailed
students their test results. The
workshop cost $25 and proceeds go
to ELEF teacher grants. ELEF

Board members volunteered their
time to work the event and proctor
the exam. “This is a great example
of a win-win event,” explains ELEF
Past Vice President Dennis Hamil-
ton. “Our session cost less than
others in the area, and proceeds will
go right back into the school system
in the form of teacher grants.”

ELEF plans to hold ACT Workshops
during the 2010-2011 school year.
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Financial Report 2009 .,
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By Ann McDaniel and Amy Uecker, ELEF Treasurers Setmem——— §§wl

The donations received during 2009 were plentiful and steady! Despite difficult economic times, donors continued to generously
support the East Lansing Educational Foundation through the Annual Giving Drive, Awards Dinner and Golf Outing, and the
United Way Campaigns. Highlighted below are the primary initiatives the Foundation was able to fund using the income realized
through these programs in 2009. Two special points of pride are the teacher grants. The Technology Collaboration Grant was
able to fund the purchase of projectors and document cameras so that all ELPS buildings are equally equipped with this technol-
ogy. East Lansing Public Schools also partnered with MSU to deliver WISE; an online interactive science curriculum for grades 5-
8. A grant was given to help purchase portable laptops to enable the children to utilize this program.
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Grants for Teachers Program: Technology Collaboration Grant $16,000.00

Grants for Teachers Program: WISE Online Science Program $ 6000.00
Corey Cafagna Fund Grant (ELHS Jazz materials) $ 200.00
Sarah Tarpoff Writing Program $ 715.00
ELPS Elementary School Libraries $ 150.00
ELHS Post Prom Event $ 500.00
East Lansing Public Library ‘One Book One Community’ project $ 500.00

The East Lansing Educational Foundation is also the steward of a growing number of restricted endowment funds which are man-
aged by the Capital Region Community Foundation. The ongoing support of these funds will allow ELEF to provide the financial
resources, in perpetuity, for the purposes cited below.
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General Endowment Fund (established 2002): Supplements the Grants for Teachers Program.

Endowment for Academics (established 2009): Supports dynamic learning experiences in and out of the classroom.
Endowment for Arts (established 2009): Provides support to ELPS visual art, music and drama programs.

Endowment for Athletics and Clubs (established 2009): Supports student clubs and physical fitness programs to help
our students become healthy and active citizens.

Endowment for Technology (established 2009): Supports technology initiatives designed to provide fully functioning 21st
century tools to work within every subject area.

Alumni Association Fund (established 2009): Provides funds needed to promote alumni relations, fundraising and
communication.

Asa Bromley Fund (established 2002): Provides funding for high school debate activities.

Calder Bromley Fund (established 2002): Provides funding for elementary school libraries.

Corey Cafagna Fund (established 2004): Provides funding for: 1) K - 12 special education in the ELPS school district;
and 2) Choral and Jazz music programs at East Lansing High School.

Dorothy MacDonald Fund (established 2008): Provides funding for the orchestra program at East Lansing High School.
Mary Anne Sternberg Marshall Fund (established 2008): Provides funding for visual and performing arts in East Lansing
Public Schools.

Jason Wildman Scholarship Fund (established 2007): Encourages a financially at-risk student in the East Lansing Public
Schools to succeed in school.

John Ropp Fund (established 2008): Addresses the need for non-conventional schooling opportunities for children in
East Lansing Public Schools.

FUND BALANCES 12/31/09 12/31/08
Unrestricted General Fund: $86,285.03 $65,404.96
Restricted Endowment Funds
General Endowment Fund 252,101.83 148,660.96
Endowment for Academics 12,053.80 n/a
Endowment for Arts 2,972.90 n/a
Endowment for Athletics and Clubs 1,003.75 n/a
Endowment for Technology 1,227.47 n/a
Alumni Association Fund 30,035.56 n/a
Asa Bromley Fund 9,344.39 7,771.44
Calder Bromley Fund 9,244.38 7,704.73
Corey Cafagna Fund 20,097.80 16,310.91
Dorothy MacDonald Fund 4,099.62 2,745.09
Mary Anne Sternberg Marshall Fund  24,239.49 17,121.76
John Ropp Fund 32,022.97 27,365.67
Jason Wildman Scholarship Fund 35,223.15 23,728.88
Restricted Endowment Funds Total: $433,667.11 $251,409.44
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Thank You for Donating to the ELEF in 2009

The following list recognizes individuals and organizations that financially supported the East Lansing
Educational Foundation from January 1, 2009 through December 31, 2009. Gifts were used to enrich
the educational opportunities provided to our students. The Foundation thanks donors for their generosity!

Nancy Abramson

Leroy Adams

Pauline Adams

Raphael and Rima Addiego

David and Alyse Anderson

Margaret and Vincent
Andrews

Alan and Jennifer Arbogast

Sherri Arnold

Theda Assiff-MacGriff

Alan and Deborah Atkinson

John Baker

Richard and Diane Ball

Tom Ball

Charles and Shirley Ballard

Howard Ballein

Thomas Bartley

David and Deborah Batten

Fred and Mary Juan
Bauries

Leonard and Ann Bean

Becky and Randy Beaudry

Renee Beaufore

James Bebermeyer

Rocky Ray and Julie
Beckett

Heather Bellow

Barbara Benington

Joan and Patrick Berardo

Jane and George Bitsicas

Bob and Karen Blackman

Cynthia Blakeslee

Martha and Scott Boehme

Carolyn and Robert Boger

William and Mary Boss

Virginia Bozek

Jeremy Brace

Kathy and Jeff Bracken

Daniel Brainard and Julia
Popenoe

Jim Brandstatter

Dennis and Alexis Branoff

W.J. Brennan

Therese and Henry Brimmer

David and Patricia Brogan

Leona Bronstein

George and Patricia
Brookover

Adam Bruenger

Julie and Gary Buckberry

Barbara Burke

Sally Burroughs

Claire Byerrum

Beth and Al Cafagna

Herman Calderon

Peter and Ellen Campbell

Tom and Denise Carr

Bill and Julie Cawood

Dave and Laurie Chapin

Eleanor Chapin

Dan and Janet Chegwidden

Church Wyble, PC

Clark Construction

Michael and Joanne Clark

Jim and Connie Close

Cathy Clugston

Susan Cogan

Ina Cohen

Sheila Cornfield

Gerald Crane and Ann
Forshee-Crane

Eric and Mary Crawford

M Lou Crnkovich

Jim and Patty Croom

Mary Czubko

Jack Davis

Nella Davis-Ray

Charles Depree

Frank DeRose

Catherine DeShambo

Peter DeWan

S W Dittenhofer

Jerry and Carol Dodgson

Dale and Frances Downes

Erik and Kelly Drake

Tony and Virginia Egnatuk

Kwadwo and Kathryn
Ekye-Addai

Rick and Mindy Emerson

Fred and Sue Fabian

Tammy Lyn Farnum

Tami Feldpausch

James and Marianne
Figenshau

Dolores Fitzgerald

Dennis and Linda Fliehman

George and Laura Foster

Jacquelin Frese

Susan Frey

Loraine Friedl

Merem Frierson

Pennie Gammage

Anne and Augustus
Ganakas

Gus Ganakas

Phil and Pam Gillespie

Melody Glick

Donald Gochberg

Christine and Jeffrey

Goebel

Ronald and Donna Granger

Mary Graven

Ted and Anne Grevstad-
Nordbrock

Jane Griffin

Daniel Gross

Vicki Gross

Mark Grua and Linda
Guider Grua

Rebecca Grumet and Jim
Smith

David and Phyllis Grummon

Dorsey and Karl Gude

Shirley Guider

Dan and Kyle Gulick

Frances Hackney

Jim and Mary Anne Hagan

Ingrid Hall

William Hall and Helen
Ross

William Halls

Dennis and Tami Hamilton

Clarence and Thelma
Hansen

Kenneth and Linda Hanson

Mike and Debby Harrison

Michael and Ann Hayes

Carrie Heeter

Pauline Heniser

Mary Hennessey

Alan and Karen Henry

Cindy Herfindahl and John
Melcher

Andrew and Jennifer Hogan

Cathie Jo and Patrick
Holleran

David Houston and
Elizabeth Keenan

Mary and Kevin Howard

Thomas Howell

Dolores Hughes

Sue Hulteen

Virginia Hannen

Kathryn Hunter

IBM

Annette Irwin

Phyllis Irwin

Ellen Ives and Colleen

Johnson

Jeffrey and Lori Jackson

Raja Jamil

Liz and Jim Jamo

Jeffrey Johnson

Richard Johnson

Cara Jones

George Jones

Joseph A. Young &
Associates

Isaac Kalumbu

Donna and Michael
Kaplowitz

Jon Kazsuk

Jamie Kelly

Seongsu Kim

Horace and Lee King

Kingscott

Raymond Kinzel

Marcy Kinzer

Jill Knight

Linda Kohl

Jeong-Kyu Koo

Annette Kopachik

Babs Krause

William and Elaine Kritselis

Cynthia Kyle and John
Lindstrom

Jeffrey Lapinski and
Beverly Bonning

Annabel Larzelere

Mary Larzelere

Marilyn Laughlin

Carol Leader

David and Jane Ledebuhr

Marilyn and Rollie
Ledebuhr

Stan Lefton

Lesmez Family

Chester Lewis

Terry and Michael Lingo

Wanda and Keith Lipscomb

Frances Loose

Lois Lynch

Scott Mandel and Maureen
Dyer

Doris Mann

Narine Manukova and
Charles Asaf

Robert and Nancy Marshall

Julie and Pete Martens

Celia Martin

Jennifer Martin

Sandra and Bill Mason

Paul McAllister and Polly
Kent

Timothy and Barbara
McCaffrey

Phyllis McCoy

Ann and Mike McDaniel

Dorothy McDonald

Kenneth and Kristin
McGinn

Barbara McMillan

Mark and Pam Meadows

Mary and David Medei

John Merten

Anita Messerschmidt

Margaret Metzger

Thomas Meyer and Susan
Ahrens

Michigan State Bar
Foundation

Robert and Shelagh Miller

David and Jill Mittleman

Tom and Dianne Murphy

Mary Nettleman

James and Sally Newton

George and Mary Noel
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Thank you Physicians Health Plan for
underwriting the cost of this report

Nonprofit org.
US Postage Paid
East Lansing, Ml

Permit No. 18

Thank you to

Kinya and Yoshiko Nomura

Jennifer Novello

Kerrin O'Brien

Peggy and John Odam

Lola O'Meara

Jane and Edmund Outslay

Bridget, John, Hannah and
Sean Paff

Judith Palac and Jim Lorenz

Nigel Paneth and Ellen Pollak

Jim and Barbara Papazian

Doug and Jane Paterson

Lawrence and Helen Pedersen

Michael Peters

Robert and Julie Pettibone

Pfizer Foundation

Physicians Health Plan

Eleanor Pickham

Patricia Poli

Betty Price

Therese Price

Mary Prudden

Laurie Purdy

Kevin Ragan

Brenda and Steve Ramsby

Zohar and Mirla Raz

Nancy and Mathew Reeves

our 2009 Donors con’t from page 5.

Mary Rhodes

Mary Ries

Mont Roberts and Gina
Garramone

Kathleen Robishaw

Susan and Michael Ropp

Kenneth and Lori Rudman

Tom Russell

Tasha Sairls

Roy Saper and Nell
Kuhnmuench

Gerald and Barbara Schaberg

Jill and Tom Schaberg

Eric and Nancy Schertzing

Thomas and Sheila Schimpf

Mary Schlesinger

Thomas and Susan Schmidt

Jerry Schurr

John and Elizabeth
Schweitzer

Lawrence and Margie Shanker

Mary Sharp and Rafael
Javier

Charlotte Sherman

Anastasia and Ashton
Shortridge

Christopher and Charlotte

Smith
Pauline and Ted Sondag
Aron Sousa and Alice Dreger
Paul Spata
Craig and Gina Spencer
Lynn Staal
Roberta Stanley
William Stapleton
Ted and Carol Staton
John Sternberg
Louise Sternberg
Theresa and Mark Stevens
Debra Strange
Andrew Stumpff
Clarence and Loretta Suelter
Doris Sutherland
Lisa Swem
Scott Swinton and Sylvia
Morse
Diane and Emily Tarpoff
Nancy Theis
Kevin and Mary Thomas
Angela Thrash
Susan Topping
Frances Tourtellot
Martin and Suzanne Tuck
Sam and Jan Tucker

Mary and Brian Turnbull

Jane Turner and Elias
Strangas

Amy and Bob Uecker

Steve VanNocker and Clare

Tanner

Michael Velbel and Danita
Brandt

Richard and Florence Vogt

Tammy Voss

Amy and Jim Wallace

Genevieve Walter

Jamie Watson

Arthur and Kristy Weber

Manuela Webster

Jane Wei

William Weiner

Gretchen Whitmer

Susan and Steve Wildman

Vincent and Antoinette
Winklerprins

Robert Wood

Donna York

Siaka Yusuf

Remco Zegers

Sue Ziara

Barbara Zynda




